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Administrative History: Artificial collection created by WKU Archives to group Snell Hall images together.  The 
majority of the photos are from WKU sources, but some donated by individuals.   
 
Date Built - 1924 
Date Razed - October 2005 
Cost of construction - $85,000  
Architect - Brinton B. Davis  
 
Namesake - The building was named after Commodore Perry Snell (born 1869) of St. Petersburg, Fl. who was a 
former student of the Ogden College. "Mr. Snell has been a life-long friend of Western and has made many 
valuable contributions to the institution, which includes art collections and museum pieces now in the 
Kentucky Museum."(Snell Hall, 2-10-39) He was also a very successful real estate developer.   
    
History - When the building was first opened, it was used by the Ogden College until 1928 when the college 
was "consolidated with Western." Located at the east of the building was an Italian Garden which was also 
made possible by a donation from Mr. Snell. The garden was added in 1929 and was designed by Henry 
Wright. The building was dedicated on Nov. 19, 1924. The building had recitation rooms, lab space and a 500 
seat auditorium. The hall was used by the biology and agriculture departments.  
 
In 2002, plans to raze the building began because it was would have been too expensive to remodel it. The 
building was put on the "Endangered Historic Places" list. The building was on the National Register of Historic 
Places. President Ransdall agreed that if enough money could be raised by The Ogden Foundation for 
renovations, then the building would be kept. However, the money was not raised and the building was torn 
down in order to make way for a new science building.  
At one time, it was the only building of the Italian Renaissance style, here in Bowling Green that was open to 
the public.     
 
Additions: 
1959- the building was completely renovated 
 




Extent: 4 folders, oversize, 9 negatives, 11 slides 
 
Subject Analytics:  
Ogden College (Bowling Green, KY) 
Ogden College of Science & Engineering (WKU) 
Snell Hall (WKU) 
Western Kentucky University 
 




Accession Information: These records transferred to WKU Archives upon its creation. 
 
Access Restrictions: none 
 
Allied Materials:  
Images with UA1C2/75 prefix 
UA30/1/2 Planning, Design & Construction Building File 
UA66 Ogden College of Science & Engineering 
UA97 Ogden College 
 
Preferred Citation: UA1C2/75 Snell Hall Photos, WKU Archives, Bowling Green, Kentucky, USA. 
 
Processing Information: Records processed and collection inventory created 2019. 
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Container Folder 
UA1C2.75 
Creator Date Title 
UA1C WKU Archives Photograph Collection  
Series 2 Buildings & Structures 
Subseries 75 Snell Hall Photos 
Subseries 
WKU Archives 






Scope & Content 
Print, Photographic 
UA1C2 Linked to 
NC N5472-N5475 
Ogden College 
WKU Archives 1969 Snell Hall 
Negatives Description Subjects 
NC N5804 
see F1390 for image 
WKU Archives Snell Hall 
Western Kentucky University Description Subjects 
NC N13119-N13120 WKU Archives Snell Hall 
Negatives Subjects 
NC N13152-N13153 WKU Archives 1960 Snell Hall 
Negatives Subjects 
OS Box 68 7 
Oversize prints of digital images.  WKU Archives does not have the original digial prints. 





















WKU Archives Snell Hall - Slides 
Slides Description Subjects 
SC S1395 WKU Archives Snell Hall 
Slides Subjects 
